
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) Newsletter | Capuchin Franciscan Province of St. Joseph 
 

©2018 Province of St. Joseph | Order of Friars Minor, Capuchin April 2018, Page 1 

  INTERCONNECTION 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Province Restructures its JPIC/Mission & Ministry Offices 
By JPIC Editors 

 

On March 12th, the Provincial Council announced a difficult decision regarding 

reorganization of our JPIC/Mission & Ministry office which ended the 

employment of our longtime friend and beloved sister—Marcia Lee. The 

following has been compiled from just a few of the many friars who’ve over 

the years have come to know and love this spirited soul! May God continue to 

bless and keep you sister, we are forever thankful for all you’ve given to the 

province! 

 

 

Touched and moved by the spirt of St Francis, this young woman grew into a 

truly compassionate person, ardently passionate around the themes of 

mission, justice, creation, lay volunteers, missionary discipleship. She became 

a faithful friend on the journey. Many simply know her as Marcia. I personally 

worked with her on four Cap Corp volunteer retreats in Panama, bringing the 

volunteers together from Nicaragua and Peru for their yearly reflection. Marcia was and is a gifted leader, 

recognizing and cultivating the strengths of each retreatant, a person with the gift of a discerning dialogue 

to bring about a peace-filled understanding and solution. In short, I sincerely believe, our Province has 

been very blessed and privileged to have had and called Marcia our co-worker and above all, our sister and 

our friend! 

  - André Weller, OFM Cap. 

 

Following the time that we have worked with her in the ministry of JPIC, I must say that she is a great 

animator and promotor of JPIC Values, she does not only talk about them but also practices the 

values. While Marcia is not a friar, she always challenged me to live well my Franciscan values of 

JPIC through her humility, respect, and commitment to her work. JPIC for her became not just a job 

to be done, but a vocation to be lived. I will greatly miss collaborating and networking with her.  

       - Benedict Ayodi, OFM Cap. | Curia Generale OFM Capuchins 
 

…Continued on next page. 
 
 

SERVANT- MARCIA LEE 

SAYING FAREWELL TO A GOOD & FAITHFUL 
 

APRIL 2018 

[On holiness] …I think too of all those unknown or forgotten women 

who, each in her own way, sustained and transformed families and 

communities by the power of their witness. – Pope Francis, GAUDETE ET 

EXSULTATE (12) 

 

http://www.thecapuchins.org/jpic
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Perhaps my most gratifying joint project with Marcia was the completion of a video about our Mission-

Values-Vision with the help of Colleen Crane. This project helped both of us better understand what it 

means to build and repair relationships in our church and world in a way that reflects the vision of sister-

brotherhood promoted by St. Francis of Assisi. Our collaboration was an experiencing of living the mission 

ourselves! 

  - William Hugo, OFM Cap. | NAPCC Novitiate Director 
 

“Big problem to small problem, small problem to no problem.” Marcia has been a great supporter of my 

vocation as a Capuchin. I knew Marcia when she was a 

Cap Corp Volunteer and begin to build a good 

relationship with her throughout her time as an 

employee in the Province. She is a free-spirited person 

who cares for and is always willing to help others. She 

has always showed support by being present at 

Capuchin events especially during Jubilee and/or 

Profession of Vows. I appreciate her presence and 

support not only to me, but also to the Province. May  

God continue to guide and bless you in your life Marcia! 

     - Tien Dinh, OFM Cap. 
 

 

Whether in her position as Cap Corps Director or during her time with 

JPIC, I found Marcia to be a person committed to social justice. I am 

confident that she influenced a lot of CC alums and friars through her 

passionate approach. I found Marcia to be very good at facilitating group 

discussion. This was most evident when she worked with our friar 

community during one of our local chapters–she did an excellent job of 

animating the group. She did the same when we had our closing 

celebration of Cap Corps by leading the group of alumni in a positive 

exchange of ideas and values.  

           - Dave Schwab, OFM Cap. 
 

I spent my 31st birthday with Marcia. It was a hot summer day in Detroit, 

and we decided to run a 10km (6.2 mile) race together. In a cemetery. 

During a rain storm. It was one of the most uncomfortable and grueling 

things I have ever done. We ran the entire thing side by side and crossed 

the finish line looking like two wet dogs. As we were devouring our 

complimentary post race pancake breakfast we heard our names called 

over the loud speaker. We had won 2nd & 3rd place medals in each of our 

divisions. It was a good day. I say this because this is a good example of 

many lessons that I learned from Marcia Lee. She is always willing to celebrate, to suffer, and to stand in 

solidarity with people, especially in uncomfortable situations. She exemplifies every virtue we as 

Franciscans hold dear, and she lives them out every day of her life. We have spent a lot of time running  

…Continued on next page. 
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together, and it was during these countless miles of companioning me that she would challenge me to 

think deeper, to question my assumptions, and to reflect more intentionally about how I live a life of peace 

and justice. We didn’t always see eye to eye, but I always walked away feeling like I was lucky to be friends 

with someone who pushed me to have more integrity in my Capuchin vocation. We might not have a race 

medal for her, but we certainly owe her a major debt of gratitude. 

          - M.J. Groark, OFM Cap. 
 

I’ve known Marcia from a couple of times when I drove her around the Northern 

Cheyenne reservation. I was inspired by her interest and dedicated concern for 

people who were in need and ignored by society. I’m sure she inspired our 

Capuchin Corp members and many others who knew her. And she will continue 

to do so in all her endeavors.  May God bless her. 

                   - Paschal Siler, OFM Cap. 
 

While I was at Monte Alverno Retreat Center, I got interested in the papal 

encyclicals on social justice. I condensed them onto 3 by 5 cards. Marcia was 

enthused about the project and tried to promote the publication of the set of 

cards. No one else was interested in the project, but I have always appreciated 

Marcia’s support of my project. 

             - Keith Clark, OFM Cap. 
 

The following is a prayer written by Marcia Lee: 
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Creator God,  
 

We thank you for this life that You have given us.  

Please help us to honor and wisely use this moment in the context of the infinity of Your time.  
 

We thank you for the relationships that are the foundation of our community.  

Please be with us when we struggle to center the importance of relationship with each other 

over producing a result and to acknowledge Your presence when our relationships are grounded 

and joyful.  
 

We thank You for the life in all of Your creation.  

Please forgive us for our misuse and abuse of parts of Your creation and be our guide for 

powerful and direct actions to repair the harm we have done.  
 

We thank You for the examples that you have given us of a more just and compassionate world.   

Please help us to live that vision  

as individuals 

in relationship  

with all of Creation.  
 

Amen.  
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Photo by Mike Dorn, OFM Cap. | “Sunset at San Lorenzo Seminary” (NAPCC Novitiate) | Santa Ynez, CA 
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THE FRANCISCAN MOVEMENT 
Address at last month’s Bi-annual Member’s Meeting of the Interfaith Center on 

Corporate Responsibility (ICCR) 
By Robert Wotypka, OFM Cap.  
 

I begin by living out my desire to 

be inclusive and to acknowledge 

my theological, my cosmic 

presupposition maybe, by 

sharing the best definition of 

the Franciscan movement that I 

ever heard. I don’t remember 

who said it, but it is this: “The 

Franciscans are the Protestants 

who never left the Church.” So I 

am one of you. 
 

And that’s relevant for our 

purposes here because of the 

movement’s first days – which 

could have gone differently than 

they did. Saint Francis of Assisi formed a new way of living out the Gospel, he wrote a Rule and he took 

his Rule to Pope Innocent III, who gave it verbal approval. To study the context of pope’s decision is to 

know that he preferred to have Francis within the Church, advocating for change and introducing these 

new things and shaking things up, than to banish him and treat him as an outsider. Isn’t that a starting 

point of the ICCR? That it’s better that we sit down together and work things out than to separate from 

each other in this work? 
 

The heart of the Gospel as I have been formed to hear and proclaim it – and none of this is original – is to 

build up the Reign of God. What is that? I have best heard this defined as God’s rule working in human 

relations – and what defines God’s rule? These values: Peace, Freedom, Justice, Sister/Brotherhood. That’s 

what the Gospel is all about, that is how Jesus lived. So before there was a rule, before Saint Francis, 

before Jesus proclaimed the Reign of God, there was the Covenant.  
 

And what is a covenant? A covenant is a way for two unequal parties to enter into and sustain a 

relationship. And I think about the work of ICCR, as I am slowly coming to understand it, and I come to 

see it as a covenantal work.           
 

ICCR does not have the voice, the resources, the pull of the parties we’re engaging with. We are equal in 

dignity, equal in potential, equal before the law … but we are not equal in resources or influence. And I 

say this out of my first direct experience of dialogue with a corporation. A company rep told us on a 

conference call, referencing a Greenhouse Gas reduction regime that we were advocating his company 

enter into, that no other of his investors was coming to the company about this. 
 

What did that show? For me it felt to me that this company rep was showing us mercy, which is the fuel of 

the work of the Reign of God. Mercy, as I have heard it defined, is to meet people where they are, be 
…Continued on next page. 
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  Pope Francis visiting Assisi on August 4, 2016 
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ready to offer your gifts, and to be ready to respond to the gifts of others. 

And that is how this rep met us and greeted our work. 
 

Which brings me to another Francis, a 21st century Francis, Pope Francis, 

and his vision and desire that the Catholic Church be the Church of Mercy 

for the world, which above all points to above all point to and to carry on 

the mission of Jesus, who Pope Francis calls “the face of God’s mercy.” Pope 

Francis loves three words – he’s a Catholic, he likes Trinitarian imagery – and 

he loves these three words: mercy, encounter, and conversion.  

And I see these words, these values, these energies, building up the mission 

and the work of ICCR, and I feel so grateful. Encounter requires 

collaboration, I continue to be astonished by the profound and peaceful 

encounters that occur here between parties with different pre- 

suppositions. Encounter: encounter is the presupposition of collaboration, 

and here we are, doing collaborate work to build up peace, freedom, justice, 

sister/brotherhood. And conversion – conversion says we don’t take small 

steps, we don’t fiddle around the edges, we see and we say: things are not 

as they could be, things are not as they should be. Pope Francis calls this 

“not as the should be” “the cry of the Earth and the cry of the poor.”  
 

Pope Francis reminds us, or awakens us, to the fact that “purchasing is always a moral and not just an 

economic choice,” he writes, this also from his encyclical Laudato Si that “…we still lack the culture needed 

to confront …” the crises that are afflicting life on earth.” He says, “We lack leadership capable of striking 

out on new paths and meeting the needs of the present with concern for all and without prejudice 

towards coming generations.” I consider this forum, these engagements, this ministry of ICCR, the very 

place where such leaders can be and are being formed. And I give thanks to God for the chance to walk 

with you in your work. I close the way Pope Francis closed his encyclical on care for creation, Laudato Sí: 

“Let us sing as we go. May our struggles and our concern for this planet never take away the joy of our 

hope.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Capuchin Franciscan Province of St. Joseph Justice, Peace, and Integrity of Creation Office.  

Please contact us at jpic@thecapuchins.org if you would like to contribute to the newsletter.   

Follow our blog at: thecapuchins.org/jpic and receive more up-to-date actions, prayers,  

and news at: facebook.com/sjpjpic/ 

 

Capuchin Creative Commons  
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RESOURCES FOR EARTH 

DAY APRIL 22, 2018: 
• International JPIC Blog 

• Catholic Climate Covenant 
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